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of syphilis. On the treatment of syphilis emphatic views are 
expressed in favor of mercurial inunction, as being the most sure and 
effective mode of treating an ordinary case, and the only plan to 
be entertained in the presence of grave lesions threatening life or the 
integrity of vital organs. It is stated that it is possible to give three 
times the quantity of mercury in this way which could be given 
by the mouth. Blue ointment (unguentum hvdrargyri), made 
after the formula of the German Pharmacopoeia, which contains 
twenty grains of metallic mercury in every drachm of lard, is the 
best preparation to use. The author directs attention to the observa¬ 
tion that in the United States too much reliance is placed upon the 
treatment of syphilis by the exclusive use of internal medication, 
and holds the opinion (and we think justly) that many cases of late 
tertiary lesions of the brain or nervous system would not have 
occurred if the patient had been subjected to several active courses 
of treatment by inunctions or injections during the first two or 
three years of the disease. 

The illustrations are for the most part of a practical kind, some 
in black and white or merely in outline, some in photographs 
from life, others in color. The latter are less satisfactory than the 
former, the process of reproduction employed not being of the highest 
type of art. The subject, however, is difficult to illustrate. The type 
is good and clear, the paper heavy and highly calendered. The 
subject-matter is amply spread out upon the page, with headings and 
display type, so that the reader has no difficulty in readily finding 
the topic sought. This feature should attract the student. The 
views given throughout, on the many topics discussed, are conserva¬ 
tive and up to the knowledge of the present period, and they indicate 
that tlie author is in touch, from experience as well as from study, 
with all of importance that has lately occurred in this branch of 
surgery. L. A. D. 


Lectures upon the Principt.es of Surgery. By Chas. B. 
Nancrkde, A.M., M.D., LL.R., Professor of Surgery and of 
Clinical Surgery in the University of Michigan. With an Appen¬ 
dix containing a resume of the principal views held concerning 
Inflammation, by Wm. A. Sputzley, A.B., M.R., Late Senior 
Assistant in Surgery, University of Michigan. Second edition, 
thoroughly revised. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders 
& Co., 1905. 

This volume is composed of a series of lectures on the principles 
of surgery delivered bv the author at the University of Michigan. 
It is a second edition, the first having appeared in 1899. It is 
especially prepared for the student and is written in a very eompre- 
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hensive and systematic manner. We are glad to find the author 
describing inflammation as a condition entirely the result of microbic 
infection, and differentiating it in this way from the hyperemia 
which occurs from simple injury without infection. His whole 
discussion of this subject is scholarly and convincing. In discussing 
hydrophobia he has very wisely described the symptoms of this 
condition in animals as well as in human beings. We are not 
prepared, however, to agree with his treatment of dog-bites, namely, 
that of cauterization. This may be desirable if done at once, and if 
it is known that the dog is suffering from rabies; it is seldom pos¬ 
sible, however, to see the patient soon enough after the bite for the 
cautery to arrest absorption, and it is very difficult, to discover 
whether or not the dog is suffering from hydrophobia. The dis¬ 
ease is so rare in human subjects that the most of us could hardly 
be induced to cauterize with the actual cautery every dog-bite. The 
omission of chloride of ethyl as a general anesthetic in the chapters 
on anesthesia is to be very much regretted, as this remedy has been 
extensively used during recent years. On the whole we can 
recommend this book as setting forth the principles of surgery 
thoroughly and in a manner which makes comprehension easy on 
the part of the student. J. II. G. 


Polypus ok the Nose. By Eugene S. Yonge, M.D. (Edin.), 
Honorary Assistant Physician, Manchester Hospital for Consump¬ 
tion and Diseases of the Throat. Pp. 174. London: Sherratt & 
Hughes, 1906. 

Dr. Yonge has written a most interesting monograph upon a 
subject of vital importance to every rhinologist. The book shows 
a great deal of original work and very thorough study of the litera¬ 
ture of the subject. The general conclusions are in accord with 
those of most rhinologists. As to the moot subject of etiology, 
the author enunciates a theory that polyps are (edematous hyper¬ 
trophies of the nasal mucous membrane due to certain mechanical 
changes in the glands. To prove this theory he has conducted a 
series of experiments on the lower animals which he details at length 
in his book. Although he deserves great credit for the work which 
he has done, yet it hardly seems that the facts bear out all his con¬ 
clusions. We believe that the vast majority of clinicians will still 
continue to believe that, in the larger number of cases, polyps are 
associated with necrosis of bone or sinus disease. P. R. P. 



